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dam, various agricultural areas and natural resources, which also causes land
degradation, reduced soil fertility and filling the reservoir of dams. Due to climatic
conditions, the erosion process in Iran requires more attention because in this country,
soil formation occurs in the long run and its destruction in the short term. The best place
to control soil erosion is catchments. It is necessary to pay attention to catchments in
the erosion process, especially catchments whose rivers flow into lakes behind dams or
play an important role in providing drinking water to a city or region. In this study,
using the hydrophysical model (CSY), the sedimentation potential of Damghan River
watershed in the southern slopes of Alborz was calculated. The results of this study
showed that the Namakeh sub-basin has the highest and the Dibaj sub-basin has the
lowest sedimentation potential. The Kalateh Rudbar basin is also in moderate
conditions. Therefore, the Namakeh basin is more vulnerable to erosion and should be
properly managed by implementing soil protection plans and proper management of the
erosion process in this basin.
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Extended Abstract
1- Introduction

Erosion is the movement of soil from one place to another. This process is necessary for nature with a
natural and normal process, but if it goes beyond its normal process, it causes irreparable problems in
the territory of forests, pastures, watersheds, and lakes behind dams, and reduced soil fertility. Due to
climatic conditions, the phenomenon of erosion in Iran needs more attention because of soil formation
in the long run and its destruction in the short term in this country. To reduce the problems caused by
erosion, it is necessary to know the sedimentation potential of catchments to control and manage erosion.
In Iran, this important process has been investigated in significant studies, the most important of which
include those on the Golabad Ardestan basin (Mahmoud Abadi 2003), Chandab Varamin basin (Feyznia
2003), the Zyarat basin (Tajgardan 2008), Asemanabad basin (Jahani 2008), Bandar Anzali (Uromiaie
2008), Chardavol basin (Ahmadi 2017), and the Shirin Darreh dam watershed in Bojnourd (Feridani
Bardaskan 2015). The Damghan River is one of the important catchments of the southern slopes of
Alborz, and field studies show severe erosion in this basin. However, its sedimentation and erosion
potential have so far been less considered by researchers. This research aims to determine the erosion
and sedimentation potential of this river using a hydrophysical model to use the results to control and
manage erosion and reduce its risks in this basin.

2- Methodology

The Damghan River catchment, with an area of 657.26 square kilometers, is located 30 km north of
Damghan City. This basin consists of three sub-basins, namely Kalateh Rudbar, Dibaj, and Namkeh,
and is located in the southern Alborz according to the geological units of Iran. The region has a semiarid
climate according to the Coupon Climate Classification. The average annual temperature and rainfall
are 23.54 °C and 138 mm, respectively. To conduct this research, the study area was first identified and
demarcated using aerial photographs, satellite images, and topographic maps. Information about the
geology of the region was extracted using the geological map of 1.100000, and its topographic
information was extracted from the topographic map of 1.50000 of the regions. Vegetation information
of the region was obtained from the Natural Resources Organization of Semnan province and Damghan
City, and its meteorological information was obtained from the synoptic meteorological station of
Damghan City. Maps of the area were drawn with Arc map software. The main methodology of this
paper is related to the hydrophysical method (CSY). To obtain the value of this index, the sedimentation
potential coefficient (CSY) was first calculated for all sub-basins of this river. The results were used to
determine the percentage of sedimentation potential of each sub-basin relative to the sedimentation
potential of the whole basin. The following equation was used to calculate the (CSY) value.

Csy = AR.E.V.P
In this equation:

A: Basin area

R: Topography (slope) of the basin

E: Basin erosion capability

V: Vegetation of the basin

P: Average annual rainfall of the basin in mm

3- Results and Discussion

According to this equation, the area factors (A) were calculated for the Kalateh Rudbar basin (75.67),
Dibaj (82.54), and Namake (65.19). The topographic factors (R) were obtained for Kalateh Rudbar
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(0.085), Dibaj (0.060), and Namake (0.091). The erodibility factors (E) were estimated for Kalateh
Rudbar (5.90) Dibaj (4.911), and Namake (6.39). The vegetation factors (V) were determined for Kalate
Rudbar (0.074), Dibaj (0.079), and Namake (1249). The precipitation factors (P) were calculated for
Kalateh Rudbar (115.01) Dibaj (161.98), and Namake (140.3). By calculating the above factors in the
studied basins, the sedimentation potential coefficients for the Kalateh Rudbar basin, Dibaj, and Namake
were 322.96, 311.224, and 664.268, respectively.

Then, the percentage of sedimentation potential of the hydrological unit (sy) was calculated for the
studied basins, with values of 24.87, 23.96, and 51.15 for Kalateh Rudbar, Dibaj, and Namake,
respectively.

4- Conclusions

According to the results of the studied hydrophysical model (CSY) in the Damghan basin, the percentage
of this potential was calculated for Namake (51.15), Kalateh Rudbar (23.96), and Dibaj (24.87) sub-
basins. According to these calculations, the amount of sediment potential in the Namake basin is more
than those in the other two sub-basins, mainly because of the high erodibility coefficient of geological
formations and the greater slope of this sub-basin. A significant result of this study is that the Namakeh
basin, despite more vegetation due to the slope and high sensitivity of its formations, has more potential
for sedimentation, and vegetation alone cannot control erosion in this basin. On the other hand, Dibaj
has the lowest percentage of sedimentation potential. The Kalateh Rudbar sub-basin is in moderate
conditions. Therefore, the Namakeh basin is more vulnerable to erosion, and the implementation of soil
protection control plans in this sub-basin should be a priority.
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Figure (4): Graph of average annual rainfall Damghan sub basins (Source: Damghan Meteorology Department 2002

to 2021)
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Table (1): Experimental fit coefficient of sub-basins (s) (Ahmadi, 2007).
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Table (2): Area factor of the studied basins
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Table (3): Topographic factor of the studied basins
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Table (4_1): Erosion rate of Dibaj basin formations
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Table (4_2): Erosion of the Namakeh basin
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Table (4_3): Erodiability of Kalateh Rudbar
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Table (5): Erodibility of the studied basins
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Table (6-1): Dibaj vegetation (Source: Damghan Natural Resources)
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Table (6-2): Vegetation of Namakeh (Source: Damghan Natural Resources)
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Table (6-3): Vegetation of Kalateh Rudbar (Damghan Natural Resources Source)
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Table (6-4): Vegetation factor of the studied basins
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Figure(6): Vegetation of parts of the sub-basins of the study area: Namkeh sub-basin (right), Dibaj sub-
basin (middle image) and Kalateh Rudbar sub-basin (left) .
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Table (7): Average annual rainfall under the studied basins
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Table (8): Sedimentation potential coefficient of the studied basins
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Table (9): Percentage of sedimentation and erosion potential of the studied basins
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Figure (7): Sedimentation potential map of Damghan River sub-basins.
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Figure (8): High alluvial volume in the Namake basins of the image on the right, Kalateh Rudbar basin in the middle
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